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crowd are a dirty lot and will come to grief by and by, so
why worry?

That was in 1935, and now, two years later, I learned to
my surprise from my young informant that my former
friend had abandoned his waiting attitude and had become
an energetic Nazi worker. My young visitor assured me that
my friend, and many others with him, had not changed
their opinion of the party in the least. It was still considered
in Germany that Nazism was only of passing importance.
At the back of it, however, immense changes were under
way, changes in which it was essential to have a hand. Like
everyone else in a key position in the practical affairs of the
country, Be. considered that there could be no going back,
and that the task before them was to direct the unceasing
revolutionary process to relatively sensible ends.

I asked what was now regarded in Germany as "relatively
sensible." In reply the young envoy gave me the sort of
picture I have just tried to sketch in the account of my talk
with Griinberg.

The sensible course, said the young man, was to get rid
of the ideas of the nineteenth century. The sensible course
was to make an end of nationalist ambitions and social
Utopias. All these things had become meaningless. It was
paradoxical that a movement that had posed as socialistic
and nationalistic should throw off these two very elements,
on which it had seemed to depend for its existence, but that,
anyhow, was the reality beneath all the tumult. This
liquidation must be allowed to proceed to its natural
completion* It would be wrong to place obstacles in the
way of the Nazi movement; on the contrary, it must be
supported.

"But," I said, "you cannot live on the liquidation of the
past; you must of necessity have some positive aims/'

"The reality," replied the young man, "is the technical
revolution. Jiist as France's bourgeois revolution produced
the nineteenth-century system of national States, which
reached its culmination in the Versailles peace treaties, so
the technical revolution will produce a new public order
wHch will determine the character of human society in the
centuries to come* This is hardly likely to come to pass